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SPORTS LEGACY INSTITUTE WELCOMES SMASHING PUMPKINS’ 
BILLY CORGAN, PYRAMID HOTEL GROUP CEO RICK KELLEHER TO 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Dr. William Meehan, MD, and Dr. Heechin Chae, MD join Medical Advisory Board 
 

Boston, MA – (April 11, 2012) – Sports Legacy Institute (SLI) is proud to announce that Billy 
Corgan of the Smashing Pumpkins and Richard M. Kelleher, CEO of Pyramid Hotel Group, have 
been elected to the organization’s Board of Directors.  SLI is also proud to announce that William 
P. Meehan III, MD of Children’s Hospital Boston  and Heechin Chae, MD, of will be joining the SLI 
Medical Advisory Board. 
 
“We are honored to have these four prominent individuals joining our Board of Directors and 
Medical Advisory Board,” said Christopher Nowinski, Co-Founder and CEO of SLI.  “Their depth 
and expertise will be valuable as SLI continues to solve the concussion crisis by advancing the 
study, treatment and prevention of the effects of brain trauma in athletes and other at-risk 
groups.” 
 
Billy Corgan is best known as the vocalist, lead guitarist and songwriter for The Smashing 
Pumpkins and is one of the most compelling figures in rock music.  After forming the the band in 
1989, the psychedelic alternative rock sound and Corgan’s ripping guitar solos gained a loyal 
following.  Notable albums include Siamese Dream and the double album Mellon Collie and the 
Infinite Sadness, which was certified platinum nine times in the United States.  As a writer, 
producer, player and singer, he’s contributed to recordings by the likes of Cheap Trick, Ric Ocasek, 
New Order and Hole, among others.  In 2004, he published Blinking with Fists, a book of poetry 
that debuted on the New York Times Best Seller list.  In 2011, Billy co-founded Resistance Pro 
Wrestling League and is the league’s Creative Director.  Resistance Pro is the first professional 
wrestling organization to partner with SLI to focus on the safety of the organization’s talent. 
  
Richard M. Kelleher is the Principal and CEO of Pyramid Hotel Group, a hospitality company 
founded in 1999 with a portfolio of 65 lodging properties under management.  In 1983, Kelleher 
co-founded Beacon Hotel Corp., a Boston-based development and management firm that grew to 
40 properties in four years.  He directed the company’s growth from its acquisition of Guest 
Quarters Suite Hotels and Pickett Suite Hotels to the acquisition of Doubletree Hotels.  The newly 
formed company was renamed Doubletree Hotels Corp., and Kelleher was named president and 
CEO.  Doubletree then merged with the Promus Hotel Corp. with Kelleher as president and COO of 



the merged company.  Under his leadership, Promus expanded to 1,250 properties, including the 
acquisition of over $5 billion in hotel companies and real estate.  At Promus, Kelleher and his 
senior team raised over $7 billion in debt and over $700 million through equity offerings.  Kelleher 
returned to Boston in CNL Hotels and Resorts in a $6.6 billion joint venture with Morgan Stanley. 
Also in 2007, Kelleher served as chairman of the Legacy Hotel REIT, the largest Canadian hotel 
REIT, where he led the sale of the company for $2.5 billion. Since that time, Pyramid has expanded 
both its portfolio and its platform, landing assignments from special servicers and lenders and, 
earlier this year, launching a resort operations division. 
 
Dr. William P. Meehan III, MD is the Director of the Sports Concussion Clinic and Director of 
Brain Injury Research for the Brain Injury Program at Children's Hospital Boston.  
A graduate of Harvard Medical School, Dr. Meehan is board certified in pediatrics, pediatric 
emergency medicine and sports medicine. He conducts both clinical and scientific research in the 
area of concussive brain injury. His research has been funded by the National Institutes of Health, 
the National Football League, and the Center for the Integration of Medicine and Innovative 
Technology. Dr. Meehan is the author of numerous medical and scientific and publications, has 
served as guest editor for the January 2011 edition of Clinics in Sports Medicine entitled, 
Concussion in Sports.  
 

Dr. Heechin Chae, MD, was appointed Chief of the Traumatic Brain Injury Department at Fort 
Belvoir Community Hospital in 2011 and currently holds this position. He was selected for his 
experience and innovative techniques to lead the development, initiation and sustainment of the 
novel interdisciplinary program. Before accepting his calling to treat American soldiers, veterans, 
caregivers and families of the US armed forces, Dr. Chae fortified a career in TBI with a strong 
foundation in rehabilitation medicine. From 2008 to 2011, he served as Medical Director of the 
Brain Injury Program at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital. Dr. Chae completed his training in 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation at Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital/Harvard Medical School 
in 1998.   He was an Assistant Professor in Harvard Medical School, Department of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation when he decided to accept his new role in the Department of Defense. 
 

 
About Sports Legacy Institute 
 
Sports Legacy Institute (SLI) was founded in 2007 by Christopher Nowinski, a former Harvard 
football player and WWE professional wrestler, and Dr. Robert Cantu, a world-renowned expert in 
sports concussions. The mission of SLI is to advance the study, treatment, and prevention of brain 
trauma in athletes and other at risk groups. In 2008, SLI partnered with the Boston University 
School of Medicine to form the Center for the Study of Traumatic Encephalopathy (CSTE) to 
conduct cutting edge clinical and pathological research on the long-term effects of repetitive brain 
trauma in sports.  Through providing cutting-edge educational programs, policy development, and 
raising awareness through television, radio and print media, SLI has made concussions in sports a 
top priority worldwide and made sports safer for athletes. To learn more, please visit 
www.sportslegacy.org 
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